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Вариант 1

1. Listen and repeat after the teacher the following words and word-combinations:
swift, rapid (быстрый, скорый, стремительный), medium (средство), to impose requirements (налагать требования), to transmit (передавать), significant (значительный), network (сеть), convenience (удобство), available (доступный), majority (большинство), minority (меньшинство)
2. a) Pick up Russian equivalents to the following words: 

communication, to formulate, receiver, effective, to associate
    б) Make up your own sentences using these words.

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES
We are living in the age of swiftly changing and developing communication technology. Among these changes is an increasing use of rapid communication devices for both interpersonal and public communication.
New media of communication alter the communication process itself. Each new medium imposes special requirements on the ways in which messages are formulated; it controls the speed and convenience with which information is transmitted or recorded; and it influences ways in which receivers reconstruct meanings from the messages they receive. New media also lead to significant changes in the social, economic, and cultural features of society.
The telephone, along with associated devices such as answering machines and voice-mail networks, continues to be one of the most widely used and important media in our society. It is so familiar that people often fail to follow appropriate norms of usage – procedures that can make it a more effective means of communication. An old medium (fax) using long-distance lines has gained in popularity as a means of transmitting written messages quickly and inexpensively.
Increasing use is being made of computer networks of various sizes and complexities for the transmission of many categories of information. Electronic mail is typed into a sender’s computer to be read on screen at his or her convenience. E-mail is very fast and convenient, and it is replacing slower paper media for many purposes.
Larger networks of computers linked together in local, national and international systems become now available and they are creating a quiet but profound communication revolution. It has already brought remarkable modifications in the ways by which people communicate in our society. An example is Internet which brings together 2000 other networks in many countries. People are able to exchange written messages more rapidly on the worldwide scale. With a 10-cm movement of your mouse and a click of a button you can jump from Australia to Europe in less time than it takes to read this paragraph.
With the various media by which we can communicate quickly and over large distances we must ask how these will have an influence on the human condition.
Will we be brought closer together or will the new communication technologies enable a minority of human beings to become information rich while the vast majority remains outside these systems and information poor?
3. Read the text and express your agreement or disagreement with the following statements (T/F). If the information is not mentioned in the text, put a question mark (?).
1. One of the most widely used and Important media in our society in a computer.
2. New communication media result in insignificant changes in the social, economic and cultural features of society.
3. Due to Internet people are provided with a point-and-click connection to computer systems throughout the world.
4. The dependence on calculators and computers tends to weaken young people’s mental abilities.
5. New communication technologies will enable a lot of people to become information rich.
4. Match each underlined word in column A with its probable meaning in column B. Be careful, there are some extra meanings in column B.
	1. We are living in the age of swiftly changing technologies.

2. Each new medium imposes special requirements.

3. An old medium (fax) using …

4. They are creating a quiet but profound communication revolution.

5. … technologies enable a minority of human beings to become …
	a. moderate

b. method for giving information

c. quickly

d. slowly

e. puts obligations on smth

f. the smaller number or part of

g. very deep

h. way


5. Read the abstract right through and then choose the best continuation for each of the following sentences.
1. We are living in the age of
a. fax machines, cellular phones, home offices and worldwide communications;
b. quickly changing and developing communication technologies;
c. transition from the defense industry to the commercial sector.
2. New media of communication lead to
a. translation from visual language into a verbal language, much as a foreign-born person thinks in his native tongue and then translates in his mind before speaking English;
b. significant changes in the social, economic and cultural features of society;
c. a quiet but profound communication revolution.
3. Electronic mail is
a. typed into a sender’s computer to be read on the screen at his or her convenience;
b. the government system of carrying and delivering letters;
c. beginning to replace paper media as it is very fast and more convenient.
4. Due to Internet you are able
a. to jump from Australia to Europe just with a 10 cm movement of your mouse and a click of а button;
b. to exchange written messages more rapidly on the worldwide scale;
c. to leave a message in the absence of the owner of the computer.
6. Which of the following sentences summarizes the idea of the paragraph better? Tick the letter of the correct statement.
1. a. Rapid change in communication technologies brings about unlimited opportunities for people.
      b. An increasing use of rapid communication devices for both interpersonal and public communication is a vivid manifestation of communication technology progress.
      c. We live in a time of rapid technological, industrial and economic changes.
2. a. The telephone together with associated devices such as answering and cellular phones, faxes and modems continues to be one of the most widely used and important media in our society.
     b. Fax machines and pagers are more effective means of communication than a telephone.
     с. Fax is an extremely popular machine nowadays as it makes copies of documents and sends them over telephone lines to another place quickly and inexpensively.
3. a. Different WWW browsers provide a point-and-click connection to computer systems throughout the world.
     b. Different people will receive your messages in their own unique ways.
     c. Internet has proved to become the most convenient and quickest communication means at present.
7. Match parts of the sentences in columns A and B.
	1. People often miss a chance of

2. E-mail being very fast and convenient

3. The majority of people remains outside the communication technologies

4. Fax machines, cellular phones, home offices and worldwide communications

5. An increasing use of rapid communication devices
	a. being unable to enjoy the profound communication revolution.

b. are compressing the time scales on which people work.

c. has brought remarkable modifications in the ways by which people communicate in our society.

d. following appropriate procedures that can become more effective means of communication.

e. it is beginning to replace other slower paper media.


Вариант 2
1. Listen and repeat after the teacher the following words and word-combinations:
swift, rapid (быстрый, скорый, стремительный), medium (средство), to impose requirements (налагать требования), to transmit (передавать), significant (значительный), network (сеть), convenience (удобство), available (доступный), majority (большинство), minority (меньшинство)
2. a) Pick up Russian equivalents to the following words: 

procedure, international, transmission, to reconstruct, distance
    б) Make up your own sentences using these words.

COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGIES
We are living in the age of swiftly changing and developing communication technology. Among these changes is an increasing use of rapid communication devices for both interpersonal and public communication.
New media of communication alter the communication process itself. Each new medium imposes special requirements on the ways in which messages are formulated; it controls the speed and convenience with which information is transmitted or recorded; and it influences ways in which receivers reconstruct meanings from the messages they receive. New media also lead to significant changes in the social, economic, and cultural features of society.
The telephone, along with associated devices such as answering machines and voice-mail networks, continues to be one of the most widely used and important media in our society. It is so familiar that people often fail to follow appropriate norms of usage – procedures that can make it a more effective means of communication. An old medium (fax) using long-distance lines has gained in popularity as a means of transmitting written messages quickly and inexpensively.
Increasing use is being made of computer networks of various sizes and complexities for the transmission of many categories of information. Electronic mail is typed into a sender’s computer to be read on screen at his or her convenience. E-mail is very fast and convenient, and it is replacing slower paper media for many purposes.
Larger networks of computers linked together in local, national and international systems become now available and they are creating a quiet but profound communication revolution. It has already brought remarkable modifications in the ways by which people communicate in our society. An example is Internet which brings together 2000 other networks in many countries. People are able to exchange written messages more rapidly on the worldwide scale. With a 10-cm movement of your mouse and a click of a button you can jump from Australia to Europe in less time than it takes to read this paragraph.
With the various media by which we can communicate quickly and over large distances we must ask how these will have an influence on the human condition.
Will we be brought closer together or will the new communication technologies enable a minority of human beings to become information rich while the vast majority remains outside these systems and information poor?
3. Read the text and express your agreement or disagreement with the following statements (T/F). If the information is not mentioned in the text, put a question mark (?).
1. We live in a time of rapid change and revolution in communication technologies.

2. People may take advantage of their Internet connectivity at work to obtain information and software (using e-mail and file-transfer protocol).

3. The popularity of fax machines as a means of transmitting oral messages quickly and expensively has increased greatly over the past years.

4. Electronic mail is faster and more convenient than traditional slow paper media and is beginning to replace them.

5. Computer networks of various sizes and complexities for the transmission of many categories of information are being widely used nowadays.

4. Match each underlined word in column A with its probable meaning in column B. Be careful, there are some extra meanings in column B.
	1. New media of communication alter the communication process.

2. … in which messages are formulated.

3. … has gained in popularity …

4. With a click of a button you can jump.

5. … while the vast majority remains outside …
	a. increased

b. the great number or part of

c. bits of information

d. bang

e. slight short sound

f. great

g. not extreme

h. change


5. Read the abstract right through and then choose the best continuation for each of the following sentences.

1. Telephone is an instrument for

a. transmitting the sound of the voice by electricity;

b. making copies of documents and sending them over telephone lines to another place;

c. sending information from one computer over telephone lines to another computer.

2. Fax machine is a means of

a. transmitting written messages quickly and inexpensively;

b. copying documents and sending them over telephone lines to another place;

c. recording moving pictures and sound.

3. With the various media

a. we can communicate quickly and over large distances;

b. a minority of people is sure to become information rich;

с. a majority of people is certain to become information poor.

4. Larger networks of computers

a. are creating rapid communication revolution;

b. become now less available than before;

c. bring remarkable modifications to the ways of communication.

6. Which of the following sentences summarizes the idea of the paragraph better? Tick the letter of the correct statement.

1. a. The telecommunication industry provides the equipment needed for sending messages by radio, telegraph, cable and telephone.

     b. New media of communication change the communication progress itself.

     c. New media of communication result in significant changes in the social, economic and cultural features of society.

2. a. Computer networks of various sizes and complexities reach very large numbers of people at present.

    b. Due to the advantages of E-mail, it is beginning to replace the traditional slower media of information transmission.

    с. Computer networks are being widely used for the transmission of many categories of information.

6. a. Who can afford to run an Internet line directly to a home or small business?

    b. Various media by which we can communicate quickly and over large distances may leave quite unpredictable influence on the human condition.

    c. New communication technologies may divide the population of our planet into two information dependent groups – rich and poor.

7. Match parts of the sentences in columns A and B.
	1. The popularity of the fax as a means of transmitting written messages quickly and cheaply

2. One can cover the distance from Australia to Europe in less time

3. Larger networks of computers being available nowadays

4. What makes the computer revolution possible

5. One of the most important media in our society
	a. continues to be the telephone.

b. is the state-of-the-art manufacturing technology.

c. has increased greatly.

d. are creating the age of rapid technological, industrial and economic change.

e. than it takes to drink a cup of coffee.


