Patterns of Narration
Patterns of narration are
1) a straight line narrative (chronological sequence);
2) a complex structure (events are not arranged in chronological order and flashbacks are used to bring the past of the characters into the story);
3) a frame structure (there is a story within the story; the two stories contrast or parallel);
4) a circular structure (the closing event of the story returns the reader to the introductory part).
The author often uses certain techniques to creatively unfold the plot:
Flashback: A move back in time to an earlier incident, a scene from the past inserted in the narration.
Foreshadowing: A hint or allusion to events which will develop later in the story.
Retardation: The withholding of information (the author holds some facts back and keeps the reader guessing).
Trick ending: The end of a short story comes out as a complete surprise.
