The Theme and the Message of the Story

The theme of the story is the main area of interest treated in the story. There are stories on the theme of love, family relations or on anti-war theme. The theme implies the problem which the writer raises. 

The message of the story is the most important idea that the author expresses in the process of developing the theme.

Means of conveying the message:

1. Implication is the suggestion that is not expressed directly but understood. It is conveyed by different techniques:

· parallelism (e.g. parallel actions, parallel events which begin and end the story sometimes imply that nothing has changed);

· contrast;

· recurrence or repetition of events or situations, stylistic devices, emotionally coloured words, neutral words;

· symbol;

· arrangement of plot structure, etc.

2. Presupposition is a means of conveying special implication. Presupposition is something that you believe is true without having any proof. A characteristic feature of modern fiction is to begin a story at a point where certain things are already taken for granted. 

The types of the message:

1) message that raises the problem («идея-вопрос»);

2) message that suggest definite solutions («идея-ответ»);

3) message in which the solution of the problem is not adequate («идея-ошибка»).

